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McCrary to head new Reese Construction Management Program  

Thanks to the generosity of Jerry and Sheila Reese of Beaumont, students at Lamar University can pursue a degree in construction management beginning in Fall 

2008.  The couple contributed $1.25 million to establish the program at Lamar. Reese founded Bo-Mac Contractors, Ltd., in 1966. Today, after selling the com-

pany in 2007, his son Jordan runs the company as chief operating officer. The idea of helping Lamar begin the program had its genesis in father and son conver-

sations over a number of years about needing to build up college graduates locally who were prepared to lead major construction projects. Jordan Reese “was the 

instigator” in talking to Lamar University President James Simmons about the idea, his father said. 

 

The new Reese Construction Management Program offers a Bachelor of Science degree focusing on the business aspects of construction and development. 

Lamar’s colleges of engineering and business provide the program jointly.  The program will give graduates a strong background in construction engineering 

while at the same time providing the business background that will help graduates in working with corporations, budgets and contracts, Reese said. Lamar’s new 

program is one of a “very few programs that offer this combination of civil engineering, business and construction management.  The timeliness of the program 

could not have been planned any better, with construction projects for the Golden Triangle being announced at $20 billion, the job market will be at an all-time 

high in this area for the next 10 years or more,” Hopper said. “There really is a need in this area for education that fits the demands in the construction industry 

and the petrochemical industry,” Reese said.  “The degree can be used in homebuilding, petrochemical construction, highway construction or any type of con-

struction.  It won’t be limited to one area.” 

 

Jerry Reese’s dedication to Lamar University has been expressed in myriad ways. He has served as a trustee of the Lamar University Foundation since 1987, twice 

as president, in addition to serving as an officer in several other capacities. He has been a member of the College of Business Board of Advisors since its incep-

tion in 2003, and he was inducted into the College of Business Hall of Fame the same year. He was honored at Le Grand Bal in 2002, and he and Sheila serve on 

the Friends of the Arts Board. 

 

Steven McCrary, engineer, project manager and college educator, will direct Lamar University’s new Reese Construction Management 

Program which will be administered through the Civil Engineering Department.. “The vision of Jerry Reese and the Reese family in 

providing funding to initiate this program cannot be over emphasized,” said Jack Hopper, dean of the College of Engineering and 

executive assistant to the president for economic development and industrial relations. “It will have an enormous impact on Lamar 

and the future of this combination of business and engineering education.” 

 

“Steve is familiar with the accreditation for construction management programs and civil engineering curriculum,” said Robert Yuan, 

chair of the Department of Civil Engineering.  “We believe that he is a good fit for the job and we are very pleased to have him on 

board.” McCrary holds a Ph.D. in engineering management from the University of Missouri-Rolla, and master’s and bachelor’s de-

grees in civil engineering from the University of Texas at Arlington. He is also a registered professional engineer and professional land 

surveyor. His 14 years of professional experience include project management, engineering, construction surveying, and construction 

administration with Crafton, Tull and Associates of Grove, Okla., from 1995 to 1999, and with Dallas-based Shimek, Jacobs and 

Finklea, from 1980 to 1989. 

 

McCrary served as an assistant professor at Louisiana Tech University from 1992 to 1995, and as associate professor at John Brown University from 1999 to 

2004, when he joined the faculty of Missouri State University as an associate professor where he taught five undergraduate and four graduate courses in con-

struction management. His doctoral research covered the use of decision support tools for the selection of computer-aided drafting, facilities management pack-

ages, automated mapping, and geographic information systems, in small communities for improving infrastructure management. “Steve has the unique back-

ground and experience to begin this new program,” Hopper said. “His combination of engineering, construction management and teaching experience is        

extremely difficult to find in one individual.” 

$1.25 million gift from Jerry and Sheila Reese 
 spurs new construction management program  




