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The College of Engineering would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the donors who generously fund many of the College of 
Engineering scholarships each and every year. All donations are very much appreciated by everyone here at Lamar University.      

For a complete list of donors please reference the upcoming December-January issue of the Cardinal Cadence.  
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Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, 

(R-Texas), a member of the 

Senate Appropriations Commit-

tee, announced recently that 

the Senate has approved $2.6 

million for hydrogen fuel cell 

research at Lamar University. 

The funding is included in the 

final version of the fiscal year 

2007 Department of  Defense 

appropriations bill now being 

sent to President Bush to be 

signed into law.  

The bill provides funding to 

develop lightweight, power-

efficient and environmentally 

clean hydrogen cells to produce 

electric power for space and 

missile defense applications.  

 

“Senator Hutchison’s support 

for this major investment in 

Lamar University continues her 

vision of building scientific and 

engineering strengths for each 

region of the State of Texas and 

provides major support for  

identifying Lamar as a major 

player in economic develop-

ment of the Southeast Texas 

region,” Hopper said.  

The university has constructed 

a state-of-the-art fuel cell labo-

ratory that will be a hardware 

test bed to validate fuel-cell 

applications for a variety of 

laser-power uses. ● 

C O N G R E S S  A P P R O V E S  2 . 6  M I L L I O N  F O R  F U E L  C E L L  R E S E A R C H  

C H E M I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G — P h . D .  P R O G R A M   

Lamar University College of 
Engineering is proud to        
announce the approval of the 
Ph.D. program in Chemical  
Engineering which began this 
fall with 11 doctoral students. 
The program becomes Lamar’s 
fifth doctoral degree program—
but its first Ph.D.  

Doctoral programs in chemical 
engineering exist at Texas A&M 
University, Texas Tech Univer-
sity, The University of Houston 
and The University of Texas at 
Austin. 

Dean Jack Hopper said the 
presence of a doctoral-level 
research degree “provides us 
with a tremendous advantage 
in recruiting new faculty and    
doctoral students. It will play a 
big part in the further develop-
ment of our graduate pro-
grams.”  

The chemical engineering pro-
gram has offered the Bachelor 
of Science degree since 1953, 
the Master of Engineering and 
Master of Engineering Science 
degrees since 1964, and the 

Doctor of Engineering degree 
since 1971. 

Students in the doctoral    
program will complete a mini-
mum of 70 semester credit 
hours beyond the bachelor’s 
degree, including 15 hours in 
core chemical engineering 
courses, 21 hours in elective 
courses in chemical engineer-
ing and related fields, 4 hours 
on research methods, 12 
hours of directed research  
and at least 18 hours of     
dissertation. ● 
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Photo of a hydrogen fuel cell 
Courtesy of the U.S. Dept. of Energy 

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :  

• Lamar adds first Ph.D. program—   
Chemical Engineering 

• Dean Hopper assumes new                  
position as Associate Provost for 
Research 

• Donald R. Cotton hired as      
Executive Director for the Office of 
Research and Sponsored Programs 
Administration 

• Katrina Brent hired as Director of 
Engineering Marketing 

• College of Engineering  welcomes 
18 prospective students to the Fall 
Academic Open House 

• Golf tournaments raised over 
$25,000 for scholarships  
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Merry Christmas! 

C O L L E G E  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G  




